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KUTTIAMMU SAHIB SMARANIKA

MUSLIM ASSOCIATION TRIVANDRUM

I. C. C. Buildings, Nandavanam

TRIVANDRUM — 695 033



KUTTIAMMU SAHIB SMARANIKA

Patrons

Chairman

Chlef Editor

Editors

Convener

Members

Jb. T. K. Hamza
Hon. Minister for Public Works, Kerala

Jb. K. Moideenkutty Haji
M. L. A., Ex-Speaker, Kerala Legislative Assembly

Haji. K. Mohammedkutty
President, Muslim Association, Trivandrum

Haji. T. M. Savankutty
Ex-Chairman, Kerala Public Service Commission

Dr. A. N. P. Ummerkutty
Director, State Institute of Languages, Kerala

Jb. A. Shahul Hameed
Exe. Committee Member, Muslim Association

Jb. P. Abdul Hasseese
General Secretary, Muslim Association

Dr. Faizee lbrahim
Member Exe. Committee Muslim Association

Jb. K. I. Hussainar

Secretary, State Transport Authority &
Member Exe. Committee, Muslim Association

Jb. M. P. Sahib
Secretary, Muslim Association

Jb. A. Abdul Azeez

Retd. Chief Engineer P. W. D. &
Secretary, Muslim Association
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OFFICE BEARERS OF MUSLIM ASSOCIATION TRIVANDRUM

PRESIDENT ; o GENERAL SECRETARY

Haji K'.i MOHAMMED KUTTY B.E.
Retd. Chief Engineer

P. ABDUL HASSEESE BSc. (Eng.)
Retd. Supt. Engineer P. W. D.

VICE-PRESIDENTS

i

Haji P. K. ABDULLA 1.A.S. Jb. M. ABDUSSALAM L.A.S Jb. S. CHAND BASHA I.F.S.
Retd. Secretary to Retd. Member Board of Chief Conservator of Forests
Revenuz2-Trivandrum :

Govt. Trivandrum _
SECRETARY

Haji M. MOHAM!VIED IBRAHIM Haji K. E. A. HAMEED [|.A.S Jb. A. ABDUL AZEEZ
Advocate and Tax consuitant (Retd.) Chief Engineer P. W. D,
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SECRETARIES

Jb. P. MOHAMMED Jb. M. ABDURAHMANKUTTY Jb. M. P. SAHIB

Under Secretary Retd. Chief Engineer Project Officer
D.R.D.A. Alleppev

——

i{

Jb. M. K, KAMARUDDEEN

Jb. P. H. KUNJU MOHAMMED Jb. M. A. HAMEED M. A.
SIDCO, Trivandrum

Under Secreatry Industrialist, Tvm.
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TREASURER COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Jb. B. F. H.R. BIJILI
Exe. Engineer,
Kerala Water Authority

Jb. P- M. KASSIM

Jb. ABDUL AZEEZ
Trivandrum

Dy. Supdt. of Police
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Haji. S. ABDUL RAHIM R. ABDUL RAHIM
Retd. Chief Engineer P. W. D. Retd. Director of Handloom

Jb. K. K. MOHAMMED Jb. M. M. SADIQ
Timber Marchant Trivandrum

Haji. T. P. C. MAYAN ALI Haji. K. J. HANEEFA
Retd. AddI Director of Training Trivandrum

Jb. M. JAMALUDEEN
Asst. Engineer P.H.E.D.

Jb. A. SHAHUL HAMEED
Trivandrum

Jb. M. IBRHIM KUTTY
|3E. S

B Law College Jn.

Trivandrum




COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Haji S. M. MALUK Dr. FAIZEE IBRAHIM Dr. AHAMMED PILLAI
MOHAMMED Nilamel Medical College, Tvm.

Controller, Kerala Univ.

Jb. A. J. MOHAMMED SALI Haji. S. SYED KHAN Jb. M. ABDUSSAMAD

Advocate, Tvm. Retd. M. B::tK:aTaD. C. Principal
J. E. College of Pharmacy, Tvm.

[

Jb. P. AHAMMED KUTTY Jb. K. I. HUSSAINAR Jb. K. P. AMANULLA
Padiyath, Regional Manager Secretary, Keraia State Transport Chartered Accountant
Union Bank%, Tvm, Authority Tvm.
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TRIVANDRUM

E. K. NAYANAR June 22, 1989.

_ CHIEF ,MINISTER, KERALA

MESSAGE

I am very glad to know that a souvenir is
being published in memory of late Chief Engineer
Haji T. P. Kuttiammu Sahib.

I wish the venture all success.

Sd./-
(Chief Minister)

Shri P. Abdul Hasseese, B. Sc Engg.,
General Secretary,

Muslim Associations

Trivandrum - 33.



To

T. K. HAMZA
MINISTER (WORKS)

Sir,

{ Office: 67295
Phone < Res : 61151
68144-

TRIVANDRUM
13-6-1989

I am glad to note that you are bringing out a
Souvenir in memory of late Shri. T. P. Kuttiammu,
formerly Chief Engineer of Kerala, on the 26th of

this month.

I send my best wishes on the occasion.

The President,
Muslim Association,
Nandavanam,
Trivandrum-659 003.

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(T. K. Hamza)




PHONE : 2367, TIR

K. MOIDEENKUTTY HAJEE
: 68970/311—TVM

(TIRUR)
MEMBER
KERALA LEGISTATIVE ASSEMBLY

‘DARUSSALAM® EZHQOR
TIRUR-676 101

MALAPPURAM DISTRICT CAMP : TRIVANDRUM

DATE: 12-5-1989
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K- M. Mathaw
Chief Editor
Malayala Manorama
Kottayam
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OBSTACLES TO ENTREPRENEURSHIP
IN KERALA

T. Ramaswamy, Management Consultant
BISCONS, TRIVANDRUM

Kerala is a beautiful state rich in natural re-
sources and scenic beauty spread over an area of
38900 sg- kms. It has a population of 20.7 million.
1t grows a variety of cash crops including, cocounts,
tapioca, rubber, cashew, pepper and arecanut. It
is surprising that such a state has a stagnant eco-
nomy. The number of working factories is 10647
with an employment of 2.9 lakhs. The per capital
income is Rs. 2500 at current price. The total nu-
mber of unemployed rogistered with the employ-
ment exchanges is 2.7 million which is more than
109, of all—Indian total. The state’s most pressing
problem is unemployment. Attempts at industriali-
sation have note made any dent on the problem.
Why this is so? The answer is—lack of entrepre-
eurship. Why there is dearth of entreneurship?
Because there are too many obstacles. This paper
briefly deals with the main obstacles which are
totally man-made.

Entrepreneurship: Creation of wealth is the
‘main characteriatic of an entrepreneur. He is not
an ordinary individual who is a job seeker or a man
devoid of initiative. He is a job creator. Unlike
others he seizes opportunities, takes risks, mobilis-
es resources and creates wealth. In this process
he creates jobs for others. This type of individual
js rare and his contribution to society is much more
than those whose only contridution is te the pro-
yident fund. In Kerala this critical resource of entre-
preneurship is very scarce. While the process of
creation of wealth itself is risky, more risks are
added by agencies who ought to be concerned
with industrial development. :

Low investment: One symptom of dearth of
entrepreneurship is the low investment. While all
states outside Kerala have huge projects with out-
lays exceeding Rs. 500 crores we do not have
even a handful of such large projects. This is true
of private as well as public sectors. Other states
provide the condition for massive investment.

Kerala does not, except on paper and through
exercising vocal chords Private enterprise along
with capital goes public by to other states where it
is welcomed. Thousands of Keralites have set up
small, medium and large units in Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra and other remotely located states,
Here the small scale sector has only a record of
sick units'and slowly we are moving to a position
of having more and more dead units. This has re-
sulted in massive idle capacity. Investment is too
insignificant when compared to the needs andis
generally unproductive.

Poor Infrastructure: The only advantage we
boasted of till recently was power. This no longer
exists since power shortage has been chronic.
Power avaliability is poor and erratic. Essential
maintenance services—electrical, clvil and mech-
anical—are inadequate and in some areas absent,

- Power intensive industries find power tariff too high

and uneconomic. This renders many units non-
viable.

High cost economy: Wage levels are high in
Kerala compared to other states and they are not
matched by rise in productivity. So we are not able
to produce goods and offer services and compete
effectively. This explains why goods from outside
flood our markets. We have a large market but
we canot produce and sell locally and survive
in business.

Lethagy of government departments: Govern-
ment decisions are haphazard and taken after
series of cumbersome'procedures. When a decision
is announced the substance has vanished or is
diluted. Decisions regarding industrial develop-
ment have to be taken at jet speed but here they
take place at snail’s pace. In most cases it is
like the story of the elephant and six blind men
who identify everything except the elephant. In
some cases decisions are taken quickly if speed
money is paid and this is what every entrepre-
neur cannot do.
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Proliferation of functions and departments
concerned with industrial development has been
another feafure. Too many agencies work without
any coordination and at cross purposes without
any common objective and in effect kill enter-
prise.

No policy has been evolved for industrial
growth and employment generation. Resources
have not been assessed and a programme of
utilisation prepared. Growth and employment
are related. However, the emphasis on unpro-
ductive employment out of anxiety to provide
jobs has prevented growth with productive emp-
loyment. Potential centres of growth, agencies,
catalysts and conditions repuired for attaining
rapid growth have not been indentified and acted

upon, Otherwise inflow of over Rs. 6000 crores -

from Gulf countries over the last ten years from
Non - Residents would have been channelised
productively.

Live example: Take the case of an entrepreneur
setting up a medium scale unit. He wants land.
No speedy decision is taken for allotment by
the government. He wants power. Contribution
of over Rs. 2.20 lakhs is paid to the KSEB but
even after six months power connection is not
given. Nor is any interest given on the amount
remitted. While a ‘blade company’ gives attractive
interest, here no interest is earned. Here comes
the pollution control agency. Even after certi-
fying that there is no pollution and that the
effluent discharge is within safe limits with a
factor of safety of 1009, the agency wants a
certificate from X and X only. Then comes the
Corporation. They will not give the door no.
which is required for filing excise duty docu-
mentation. Soon boiler inspection agency sets
its foot for the eighth time. Only now they
find it appropriate to point out defecté/ lapses
in installation. Registered notice is sent to stop
production, seeking demolition of the structure
on which the boiler is mounted. This escapes
their attention during the previous seven visits.
They are now vehement and want closure of
the unit. The unit has been working satisfac-
torily and the boiler is supplied by a reputed
agency/manufacturer,

Just realise the plight of the entrepreneur.
He has borrowed several lakhs. He regrets his
decision to set up a unit in Kerala, He is yet
do get the promised subsidy. At this juncture
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he faces demands from headload workers who
want enrolment irrespective of the needs of
business. ‘Rasta roko’ follows and the management.
is not able to enter the unit.and ultimately they
succeed with police help. Locals want employ-
ment and tense situation occurs at intervals.
Thus before the product leaves the unit the
entrepreneur faces several problems and prefers
to leave the unit.

High risk environment: The task of fhe entre-
preneur is difficult. It is full of risks. Enterprise
demands risk-taking and government servants will
not take any risk. Thus governmental decisions
stifle enterprise and prevents entrepreueurs from
seizing opportunties. This aggravates the risks
in the environment.

Remedy : If Kerala is to industrialise in a masssive

way the following steps should be taken by the
government :

1. Departments and agencies concerned with
industrialisation should have the will to indu-
strialise. 3

2. Clearcut plan of industrialisation based on
resources should be formulated.

3. Factors critical to growth should be identified
and conditions for facilitating such factors
should be created.

4. Speedy decisions are necessary.

5. Clear polices to promote industrialisation
should be evolved.

6. More of entrepreneurs with industrial experi-
ence should be inducted into government
positions concerned with industrial growth.

7. Moratorium on strikes and lock out should
be declared for five years and this should
be reviewed and extended.

8. Involve talented individuals from all over
the state.

9. Fix wages on par with neighbouring states.
10. Introduce productivity linked bonus.

11. Offer incentives to entrepreneurs based on
employment generated.

—




REMINISCENCE OF A COLLEAGUE

K. Bharathan Retd. C. E. (P. W..D), Kerala

I came to be associated officially with Sri.
T. P. Kuttiammu in erstwhile Madras Presidency
{pre-partition Andhra State) in P.W.D. He was
my Executive Engineer in Krishna Pennar Project.
Earlier he had served as Director, Poondi Res-
earch Station near Madras which, due to his
pioneering effort, made it one of the leading
lrrigation Research Stations of India. Krishna
Pennar project was a mighty irrigation project
linking river Krishna in Andhra Pradesh with Pennar
in Tamil Nadu with a 300 mile long canal. As
Executive Engineer, Sri. Kuttiammu was in charge
of the investigation of this big project. As a
young man then, | found Kuttiammu as an officer

study of the entire water resources of Keralg
State, at a time when very few states had done
a similar thing. Also the Peechi Irrigation
Research Station was opened by Prime Minister
of India Sri. Jawaharlal Nehru in this period,
Apart from major irrigation schemes, minop
irrigation, anti-sea - erosion, navigation, flood
control, ports and harbours etc, received a
tremendous boost in investigation and execution
then. All this was a pioneering effort on the
part of a small state like Kerala under the able
guidance of Kuttiammu. By 1961 apart from the
several irrigation projects already under execution
major projects like Kallada, Pamba, Chitturpuzha,

He was thorough in his technical knowledge and very good in understanding the
field problems and finding solutions to them. He wasialways prepared to hear any grievance
from anybody and everyone could approach him with these. He was good at heart, had
an easy disposition and was liked by one and all in the dept. :

entirely different from the usual mould in the
dept- He had a high technical grasp and a very
genial nature, who could bring out the best out
of any body working with him.

In 1956 when the all India State Reorganisa-
tion was effected Kuttiammu was offered the
post of Chief Engineer lrrigation, of the newly
formed Kerala State, It was then, a separate
irrigation branch in the P. W. D. was formed here,
Starting from scratch he organised the Irrigation
Branch into a highly specialised technicai branch.
Various Irrigation Schemes were started then.
in less than 2 years, he prepared the ‘Advance
Report on water Resources of Kerala’, a detailed

Kanhirapuzha, Kuttiadi and Pazhassi were started,
Several projects were also investigated.

Kuttiammu gave a prominent place to Kerala
State in the Irrigation map of India.

| had the good fortune to serve Kuttiammu
both as Executive and Superintending Engineer
in the dept. for a period of 12 vyears. He
was thorough in his technical knowledge and
good in understanding the field problems and
finding solutions to them. He was always
prepared to hear any grievance from anybody
and everycne could approach him with these.
He was good at heart, had an easy disposition
and was liked by one and all in the dept. O

12. Develop tourism, electronics and plantations
and concentrate on these.

13. Ensure eifficient management,

Kerala is- s beautiful state rich in natural
resources but poor in employment generation.

If we are to industrialise fast the quality of
leadership has to improve so that entrepreneurs
are motivated. The entreprising politician should
precede the enterprising industrialist there. Let US
hope soon we can create conditions locally fav-

ourable to entrepreneurship development. 2]



REFLECTIONS OF A SON

Dr. M. P. ABUBACKER

When Jb. Savankutty Sabib phoned up to me
-and asked me to write a few words about my father
| was rather embrassed, not knowing what to write.
Nobody can pinpoint the achievement, the change
or the impact he has made to the community and
Kerala as a whole. A village near Madras is named
after him since 20 years. The village is “"Kutti-
ammu Nagaram'’. A village getting a man’s name
who is living far away from the village is a great
thing in itself. But the tact is known to his own
people only after his death (He knew it from the
beginning) is the noblest trait in Kuttiammu Sabib.
A Malayali was asked in the final P. G. Examination
in Madras about a Canal’s name in Nagarjuna Sagar
Dam. He replied ‘I don‘t know'. The examiner
miner exploded, ‘‘You don’t know? Itis KUTTI-
AMMU CANAL. You say you are from Kerala and
even then you don’t know this? ‘Kuttiammu Sahib
is a humble man. He does not like publicity nor he
ever boasted himself.”’—The student might have
answered like this.

So we may sum up that he is a ‘Catalyst’’ in all
process of Muslim upliftment from polity to educa-
tion. You could not find him any where but he was
there in every thing. He never wanted to be seen
in the fore front not out of fear but of humbleness.

His Illlness

He died of a secondary tumour in. the visual
area of brain. Because of this tumour his vision
started deteriorating. He already had cataract in
both eyes. In the hope of improving vision the
cataract was operated. However the vision con-
tinued to deteriorate as the tumour spread to other
parts of brain and finally he succumbed to the
disease (Inna Lillah). He was bed-ridden only for
10—15 days.

His respect for doctors

Relatives and friends blamed the doctor who
did the cataract surgery for his deteriorating vision.
We consulted Dr. Badrinath of Madras and also a
a Neurologist. They confirmed that the eye trouble

was due to the tumour spread in the brain and had
nothing to do with the catarat surgery. Father felt
happy that the eye surgeon was not to be blamed
and he insisted that | contact the surgeon and tell
him the same. We were not very enthusaistic
about it. However his persistence finally forced us
to convey the information. Unlike many elderly
patients he never questioned the methods of treat-
ment prescribed by his doctors. He simply obeyed
all instructions.

He was not afraid of death. He breathed
his last at 7.25 am on 12-7-87. Even at 7.15
the told me that he was feeling better. A sense
of death did not cast its shadow over him till his
end.

Always there were several visitors to him.
One day | felt that they were ““troudling” him
with all sorts of talk. | got irritated at this.
But father called me and said ‘‘Look ‘Avoukur,
(he calls me like that) do not get angry with
the visitors coming to see me. They are coming
because they love me.**

One day when we children, were discussing
some topic about Islam in the adjoining room
he called one of us and told him, ‘Please
come to my room and discuss Islam so that
I can also learn.”” Two days later he died. He
never missed Friday sermons. Even during his
illness he made it a point to hear the sermons.
But when he could not do so he wanted me
to tape-record the sermons for him.

Attention to personal hygiene

During his last days he had lost the voluntary
control of his bladder. Initially, inspite of his dete
riorating vision and gait, he used to frequently visit
the toilet. But once he could not conirol himself
and the bed was wet. He was so much embarrassed
that he changed the linen all on his own and then
calied my wife and me and said very apologetically,
“You both please excuse me because | have spoiled
your bed”’. We both wept for hours.

It seemed that he was making preparations for
his eternal journey. Just two months prior to his
death he entrusted me with his personal accounts.
He was a man of few needs and he seldom asked
for money from us. You will be surprised to note
that at the time of his death his bank balance was

only Rs. 280/-. O




Mr. T. P. KUTTIAMMU

V. R. KRISHNA IYER

Former Judge,

When | became Minister—and one jof my port
. folios was}lrrigation—| came to know Sri T. P. Kutti-
* ammu Sahib closely and intimately. He was the
Chief Engineer (lrrigation) and as Minister,
| treated him as a brother. Indeed, we behaved
as if we were senior members of a family where
the other members were Irrigation Engineers,
He was a remarkable person with tremendous
passion for making available the Water Resources
of Kerala for purposes of irrigation. His grasp of
local conditions, his familiarity with the needs
of farmers and his great energy and technolo-
gical equipment were a boon to Kerala in those
formative years. We travelled together to many
places, we discussed many irrigation projects,
we held meetings of concerned officials and
non-officials. In fact, Irrigation gained a demo-
cratic dimension and thrust during those days
of 1957-'59.

- He loved the people, served

Supreme Court

As a man | found him committed to the cause
of the people. His integrity was unimpeachable
them and derived
satisfaction from their welfare. | found him cheer-

ful of spirit and serious-minded, capable of
managing his subordinates and satisfying the agri-

cultural community by meeting them and
mixing with them. He was a people’s Engineer,

a fine man with a religious dedication to serve
Kerala.

| have met him later, after | ceased to be
Minister and he ceased to be Chief Engineer,
since we belong to the same place, Tellicherry. My
memories, about Kuttiammu are too vivid to fade-
away, fertilizeds as they are by the waters that

flow from the Western Ghats.
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